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No. Names of newspapers. Place of publication. Fak sonal Dates of wa * 5 nd examined 
BENGALI. 
Monthly. 
1 |‘ Bharat Shramajivi’’.. Calcutta oe 2,100 
2 |‘ Gramvarta Prakashika ” Comercolly ies 175 
Fortnightly. 
3 | “ Sansodhini” kei ian Chittagong oe 600 
4 |‘‘ Purva Pratidhwani ” Ditto vr sane 
6 |“ Rajshahye Samvad” Rajshahye v0 31 
Weekly. 
6 |‘‘Ananda Bazar Patrika” Calcutta se 700 | 11th April 1881. 
7 |“ Arya Darpan” Ditto as veeee | 22nd — ditto. 
§ |“ Bharat Bandhu ” res omer 
9 | ‘* Bharat Mihir” : Mymensingh 671 | 12th ditto. 
10 | ‘* Bengal Advertiser” Calcutta 2,000 
11 |“ Bardwdén Sanjivani”’ Burdwan 296 | 19th ditto. 
12 |‘* Dacca Prakash”’ Dacca $50 | 17th ditto. 
13 | “ Education Gazette” Hooghly wie 745 115th — ditto. , 
14 | “ Hindu Ranjika”’ »«- | Beauleah, Rajshéhye... 200 | 13th & 20th April 1881. 
15 |‘ Medini”’ = .«- | Midnapore ‘on Serer 16th April 1881. 
16 |‘ Murshidabéd Patrik6”’ ... ..- | Berhampore 487 
17 |‘ Murshidab4d Pratinidhi”’ ia Ditto iseiieiiie 
18 | “ Navavibhakar”’ ve ..- | Calcutta 850 | llth ditto. 
19 | * Paridarshak ”’ ve ee ren 10th _— ditto. 
20 | “ Pratikér”’ a ... | Berhampore ea 275 
21 | ‘*Rungpore Dik Prakash,’ Kakiniaé, Rungpore 250 | 14th — ditto. 
22 | * Sadharani” Chinsurah 600 {17th ditto. 
23 |‘ Sahachar”’ Calcutta ae 600 {llth ditto. 
24 |“ Som Prakash ”’ Changripotté,24-Perghs.| _...... 18th _— ditto. 
25 | ‘‘Sulabha Samachar” Calcutta on 4,000 | 16th ditto. : 
26 |“ Srihatta Prakash ”’ Sylhet 440 | 11th ditto. 
27_«| “‘ Tripura vr fomeetek CCC Ee 16th ditto. . 
aily. 
28 | ‘‘Samvad Prabhakar”... vi Calcutta 700 | 13th to 21st April 1881. ‘ 
29 |‘ Samvad Pirnachandrodaya” ... Ditto a 300 | 15th to 23rd _ ditto. 
30 | ‘Samachar Chandrika”’ Ditto oe 625 | 15th to 23rd ditto. ’ 
31 |“ Banga Vidya Prakéshiké”’ Ditto 500 | 18th to 23rd ___ ditto. 4 
32 | ‘* Prabhati’”’ Ree Fac. 18th and 22nd April 1881. = 
33 | ‘‘ Samachar Sudhabarsan ” a Eee es x 
ENGLISH anD Urpv. A 
Weekly. ‘ 
34 | “Urdu Guide” as Ditto ~ 365 | 9th April 1881. a 
HInpt1. | 
Weekly. | 
35 1 ‘* Behar Bandhu” ae ... | Bankipore, Patna 500 7th _—_— ditto. a 
36 | “ Bharat Mitra” . | Calcutta 500 |14th — ditto. “7. 
37 | “* Sar Sudhanidhi ”’ Ditto 200 | 11th and 18th April 1881. & 
38 |‘ Uchit Bakta” a ee ea ae 16th April 1881. “y 
PERSIAN. | 
: Weekly. q 
39 |“ Jam-Jahan-numé ” a ec Ditto sai 250 | 15th ditto. 4 
Urpv. 
. Weekly. 
40 |“ Tijarat-ul-Akhbar” ... NR es 
ASSAMESE. 
ra? _. Monthly. 
‘Assam Vilasini” sa ee. deere 
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PoLirticaL. 


WE extract the following observations from an article in the 
Navavibhdkar of the llth April:—If oy 
Gg ObPressive treatment of Mulharrao readers would like to see the combination of 
greatness and smallness, honour and meanness, 
courage and cowardice, and disinterestedness and selfishness, in the same 
character, let them once carefully reflect upon that of the English 
nation. He would find the highest virtues exist side by side with the most 
ignoble faults in the English character. Instances are not far to seek, 
They will be found in the history of India, and in connection with the 
events of modern times. These reflections are suggested by the rigorons 
treatment to which Mulharrao Guicowar is subjected at the hands of 
his jailor, Dr. Seward. The Editor then proceeds to give the substance of the 
report on the subject which has been recently submitted to Government by 
Dr. Kavannagh, the legal adviser of the deposed prince, and concludes by 
asking Lord Ripon to take the case into his favourable consideration. 
9. The Ananda Bazar Patrika, of the 1tth April, remarks, in reference 
| to the appeal which has been preferred to 
Appeal of the Prince of Tanjore» Her Majesty by the Prince of Tanjore for 
having his right to the Tanjore State recognized, that it is seldom that the 
British Government is found to give up a province where it has once 
succeeded in obtaining a footing. The appeal, it is remarked, will most 
probably prove ineffectual. a 
3. The Sulabha Samachar, of the 16th April, observes, in reference to 
the terms of the settlement which has been 
made hetween the British Government and 
the Prince of Mysore, that the former has sucked that State dry. The 
powers and privileges of the Prince have been extremely curtailed, and ‘the 
tribute increased. He should, however, be thankful for what he has 
obtained. og 


Mysore. 


Pustic ADMINISTRATION. 


4. The Paridarshak, of the 10th April, prefacesa summary of the 
figures in the budget for 1881-82 with the 
_ following observations :—Do we see in this 
document the exposition of unpleasant theories, and the insertion of intricate 
and erroneous accounts that marked the financial statements which proceeded 
from the facile pen of Sir John Strachey? No; we have been at least saved 
from disagreeable theories. The new budget is a plain and simple state- 
ment, intelligible to the public, and has exceedingly gratified us. We hope 
that Major Baring will continue to earn the gratitude of the public by 
annually making similar financial statements. His skill and experience asa 
financier will doubtless prove of great service to this country. 
5. The same paper directs the attention of Lord Ripon and the Lord 
The closing of public offices on Bishop of Calcutta to the injustice of the 
vee order recently issued by Mr. Johnson, the 
Deputy Commissioner of Syliet, to keep the Collector’s office open on 
Sundays, as on any other day of the week. He has, however, in considera- 
tion of the hardship that will be occasioned to the amlah, consented to 
extend the Durga Pujah holidays. The Editor thus delivers himself on the 
subject:—Do we not live under British rule? Is not Assam ruled by 
a Christian Government? We have particular reasons for asking such 
questions. Qn his return from the mofussil, our Deputy Commissonet 
issued an order that the officers employed in the Collectorate must, from 
April, regularly attend office on Sundays, and that, in consideration of this 
extra labour, they should get an extension of the Durga Puja holidays. The 
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unfortunate officials had to obey this order last year. Protests were unheeded. 
We would fain forget that we were living in a nor-regulation province, but 
the authorities, it would seem, do not wish that the fact should be forgotten. 
We often come across their high-handed proceedings, and residence in a 
non-regulation province seems to us to be attended with extreme hardship. 
This part of the country has almost no one to look after its welfare. Here 
no evil done by the Magistrate is ever remedied. Mr. Johnson seems to 
possess a strange power of fascination. Sir Steuart Bayley was completely 
under his influence, and was easily persuaded to sanction the arrangement to 
keep the offices open on Sundays. Mr. Elliot also has fallen under the ascen- 
dancy of the Deputy Commissioner. The new rule involves great hardship on 
the overworked officials by depriving them of rest on Sundays. This is 
likely to have a most injurious effect upon their health. It 1s sald in some 
quarters that Mr. Johnson has issued the order with the consent of his 
amlah. We do not know how far this is true, but if there be any founda- 
tion for the statement, it is possible that some of these men may 
have, through fear of giving offence, been constrained to approve of it. 
6. The NMavavidhakar, of the 11th April, remarks, in reference to the 
Resolution published in the Calcutta Gazette 
regarding the formation of classes for the 
training of compounders, that at present 
the compounders and quacks are as much the. agents of death as 
cholera, small-pox, or fever. The Editor has no remark to make regarding 
the arrangements made by Sir Ashley Eden in this connection, beyond 
expressing his unqualified approval thereof, and only asks His Honor that 
something should be done to arrest the increase in the number of quack 
doctors. 
7. We extract the following observations from an article in the same 
oe paper, on the recent despatch of the Secretary 
LL on the of State on the Vernacular Press Act :—We 
think it necessary to draw the attention of 
our readers to two points in Lord Hartington’s despatch— First, that the 
circumstances under which the measure was passed into law, and the baneful 
consequences thereof have been fully comprehend by him. His Lordship is 
convinced that the enactment of the Press Law was not necessary ; that it 
has produced a needless discontent in the minds of the people of India, and 
made Government unpopular; and that, while in consequence of this 
measure the Government has laid itself open to the charge of unduly 
favouring the journals that are written in English, there has been no 
improvement in the tone of the Vernacular Press. Itshort, it appears tobe 
the desire of the Secretary of State that the Act should be repealed. 
Secondly, although he appears to have mastered the question in all its 
bearings, still it has not been wise on his part to suggest the enactment of 
a more stringent law, while expressing himself in favour of repealing the 
Press Act. It is said that Lord Hartington has come to this conclusion 
because of the representations made to him by certain persons, to the effect 
that section 124A of the Indian Penal Code is not eufficient for the purpose 
of checking seditious writing. But are not the provisions of the section, as 
it stands, really rigorous? Do the authorities desire to make them still more 
so? Of course the advocates of the proposal base their arguments 
on the allegation that the object of the section referred to is in a great 
measure frustrated by the explanation subjoined to it. Now, it may be 
asked whether itis a fact that writers in native papers have so long escaped 
punishment merely by taking advantage of this explanation. If it is, the 
position is clearly established that they have never written with a view to 
excite disaffection. Asa matter of fact, also, neither the Vernacular nor 
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the English journals edited by natives are hostile to British rule. Tha 
Native Editors are occasionally constrained with regret to pass strictures 
on the policy of Government is due to the high-handedness of the autho. 
rities. Under the explanation attached to section 124A, such criticism 
is not punishable. Now, do those who wish to make the section 
more stringent than it is, also desire the repeal of the explana. 
tion which affords refuge to Native Editors? Section 124A being too 
rigorous to admit of being made more stringent, do they really wish to get 
rid of the explanation in order that all writers on political matters, except 
those of course that were singing the praises of Government, might he 
punished? We fear lest the Secretary of State should find himself giving 
us poison where he would give us nectar; and lest his efforts to repeal the 
Press Act should result in the enactment of some law more repressive ip 
its character than even that measure. The amendments proposed by him 
inthe Indian Penal Code, if really made, will doubtless intensify the dis. 
affection which has been engendered by the enactment of the Press Lay. 
and aggravate the miseries of native editors. It behoves Lord Ripon, to 
whose unfettered judgment the decision of the question has been left, 
and the several local Governments who will be doubtless consulted on the 
point, to ponder well before undertaking to amend the Penal Code. It 
behoves them to calmly consider whether the danger, which is thus sought 
to be removed, is one which has a real existence, or exists only in the 
overheated imaginations of certain persons. It would be certainly foolish 
to first adopt measures for the prevention of a danger, and then to see 
whether there is any ground whatever for apprehending danger. It behoves 
Sir Ashley Eden to keep this in mind when he may be expressing his views 
on the subject. 
8. The same paper dwells on the uncertain character of the revenue 
| derived from opium. The surrender of this 
The opium revenue. ° Pebeas 7 
_ revenue from any considerations of morality 
is an impossibility, so long at least as Government cannot devise means 
of recouping the loss that will’ be caused to the Exchequer by the measure. 
The giving up of this source of income can only mean the imposition of 
additional taxes upon the people. It is not, however, any fear that the 
opium revenue will be purposely sacrificed that occasions anxiety to the 
Editor. What is felt to be ominous is, there are indications on all sides 
that the income derived by Government from ‘its trade in opium is likely 
to decrease gradually. Certain facts referred to in the Government Resolu- 
tion on the operations of the Opium Department for 1879-80, coupled with 
the intelligence that the Chinese have commenced in their own country the 
cultivation of poppy on an extensive scale—all point to this conclusion. 
Government should therefore, in view of the loss of revenue that must result 
in the course of a few years, think of some new source of income. In 
conclusion, the Editor asks Sir Ashley Eden to confer some of the superior 
appointments in the Opium Department on qualified natives, who are now 
excluded from this branch of the public service. 
9. We extract the following observations from a long article in the same 
ee eee headed “Mr. Mackenzie’s attack upon 
sioners of the Calcutta Municipality. the Commissioners of the Calcutta Munici- 
pality ”:—The Calcutta Municipal Act Amend- 
ment Bill has passed the Bengal Council. Among other matiers, it contains 
provisions for supplying the inhabitants of the Suburbs with filtered water. 
The matter had long been under the consideration of the Calcutta and the 
Suburban Municipalities before it engaged the attention of the Lieutenant- 
Governor. The object of the Bill, which has just received the assent of His 


Honor, is evidently to restrict the powers of the Calcutta Municipality, and 
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ty extend the filtered water-supply to the Suburbs. It is to be doubted whether 
Government would have been in so great hast: to pass the Bill, if the only 
persons to be benefited by tiie arrangement had been the non-official residents 
of the Suburbs. ‘Tiicre are many works of utility which are required for the 
henefit of these people, and yet 1:0t one of tiem has up to this time attracted 
the attention of Government. An iron bridge between Kalighat and Chetla 
may be cited as an example. There arc many other things which are equally 
important, but which Government is iever persuaded to think of. Ihe reason 
why the question of water-supply was taken up with so much earnestness.18 no 
other than this: Tne Lieutenant-Governor and many other high officials 
who reside in the Suburbs ure put to great inconvenience for want of filtered 
water ; and are now about to get over the difficulty by resorting to the plea 
of benefiting the ishabitants of the Suburbs. Wedo not deny that the 
extension of water-supply to this part of the city is extremely necessary, or 
that the health of the Suburbs exerts great influence on that of the city. 
Population is gradually increasing in the Suburbs, but no adequate sanitary 
arrangements have been made there. There is, in consequence, increased 
mortality among the suburban population. We should really like to see that 
population enjoy the benefit of a filtered water-supply, but cannot, nevertheless, 
anprove of the way in which Government is about to force the Calcutta 
Municipality to confer the benefit upon it. What could be more unjust 
than this, that Government should have the power to force that body to 
extend the water-supply? There could be nothing more arbitrary than 
the new Act, which lays down that the Commissioners must supply water 
wherever they might be directed to do so by the local Government. Is not 
this an encroachment upon the independence of the elected Commissioners ? 
If efforts are made by the citizens of Calcutta, it is probable the Supreme 
Government will never give its assent to the measure. 

During the debate on this Bill in the Bengal Legislative Council, 
a curious essay was read by Mr. Mackenzie, who therein betrayed the ut- 
most impertinence by pouring showers of abuse on the heads of the Com- | 
missioners of the Calcutta Municipality. Now, the provocation given by 
them appears to be this, that they could not bring themselves in one day, 
and without demur, to extend to the Suburbs the filtered water-supply of 
Calcutta. They, it would seem, were wrong in looking after the interests 
of their constituents, and not at once, at the bidding of Sir Ashley Eden, 
showing liberality at the expense of others, For this fault they were once 
before abused by the Lieutenant-Governor, and have now been again 
abused by his favourite Secretary. Men who do their duty are not unoften 
subjected to rude treatment at the hands of high-handed despots; and 
it is because the Commissioners of the Calcutta Municipality do their duty 
that they are being thus abused. That they did not, merely to - please the 
Licutenant-Governor, hastily consent to be a party to an arrangement which 
involved large expenditure, and could not but aggravate the burden of 
taxation on the present generation as well as on posterity, is a fact which 
only shows that they possess a high sense of duty. It is no wonder tiav 
such men should have become an object of ridicule with narrow-minded 
persons like Mr. Mackenzie. What is, however, to be wondered at is this, that 
Mr. Mackenzie himself has not been able to keep himself free from the 
nputations which he has cast upon the Commissioners. He has described 
themn as a body, who boast of their knowledge of all things, and vet he has 
himself furnished an example of such a boastful person. Indeed, Mr. Mackenzie, 
from his place in the Secretariat, it orin the Belvedere, would seem, in his conce 
i, to make light of everything. While not having the ability necessary to. 
comprehend the affairs of the Municipality—a qualification which is possessed 
by the Commissioners whom, in imitation of, and for the purpose of satisfying 
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his master, he has vilified to his heart's content— Mr. Mackenzie hag 
yet affected considerable wisdom. He seems to consider that even such oli 
and experienced Commissioners as Kristo Das Pal, Rajendra Lall Mitra, and 
K. M. Banerji, are not sufficiently clever for the work of the Municipality, 
and that they merely waste the time of the members by their long-winded 
speeches. It, however, behoved Mr. Mackenzie, when he spoke of the 
loquacity of the Commissioners, to think how he was himself offending go9j 
taste by reading a lengthy essay in the Legislative Council, and making the 
description he gave of them applicable to himself. Have the reader 
ever come across such another conceited, impertinent, and impudent 
person in this world? The all-knowing Secretary seems to consider 
that wisdom and eloquence are best shown in abusing others, He 
must be grievously mistaken if he really thought so. Abuse is no part 
of either wisdom or eloquence. ‘This is not the first time, however, that 
Mr Mackenzie has poured abuse on the heads of educated and independent 
young natives, and cast ridicule on their good works. He avails himself of 
every opportunity for doing this, He did this on the occasion of the dis. 
tribution of prizes to the students of the London Missionary Society's 
Institution at Bhowanipore, on that of unveiling the statue of the late 
Rajah Ramanath Tagore, and during the passage of the Cess Bill through 
the Bengal Council. 
10. The same paper joins with a correspondent of the Huglishman 
, | newspaper in suggesting an amendment of 
cotetion 309 of the Indian Fens! section 309 of the Indian Penal Code. As 
it is, the section only provides for punishment 
by imprisonment in the case of a person who is convicted of attempting 
suicide. This becomes very hard when ignorant native females, who are 
often tempted on smallest provocation, to put an end to their own existence, 
are convicted under this section. The Magistrates should have power to 
award some punishment other than imprisonment in such cases. 
11. The Sahachar, of the 11th April, contains an article on the 


necessity of removing the head-quarters of the 
arent quarters of the 24-Pergunnahs district, of 24-Pergunnahs from Alipore to 

Sealdah. Where is the sudder station of 
this district? It is not easy to answer this question. Alipore does not 
possess such court-houses, jails, and quarters for the local officers as are 
found in other districts. The Magisterial and Collectorate Courts are held 
in an old gunpowder factory. The rooms are not properly arranged. Some 
of the officials somehow manage to hold their offices in rooms which are no 
better than holes. The police office is located in a house which it would 
be no exaggeration to call a serai. The premises occupied by the offices 
of the Judge and the Moonsifs are somewhat better, though not exactly 
what they ought to be. The placing of the head-quarters at Alipore 
does not seem to have proceeded from any consideration as to the 
convenience of the inhabitants of the district. There are not to be 
found even three confectionary shops in the place; even common articles of 
food are not precurable at any hour of the day after 2 p.u. The difficulties of 
communication would seem to have been purposely aggravated. . The distance 
between the Magistrate’s Court and that of the J udge is not properly even 
a quarter of what it has become owing to the existence of a circuitous 
road. Kalighat is contiguous to Alipore, and yet carriages must pass over 
two miles of road before one place could be reached from the other. The 
bridge over the Tolly’s Nullah is extremely shaky. The inhabitants of the 
sub-divisions possess no facilities of communication with Alipore. All the 
principal officers reside in Calcutta, and are but little known. to the 
inhabitants of the district. All this inconvenience, however, would: be 
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removed if Sealdah were made the head-quarters of the 24-Pergunnahs. 
Sealdah has for several reasons acquired an important centrical position. The 
Eastern Bengal and the Port Canning Railways have their terminuses here. 
The lines about to be constructed in this part will bring Baraset and Magra 
within easy reach of Sealdah. Large numbers of men come by boats 
to Beliaghata, which also is in its vicinity. 

12. The same paper asks Lord Ripon to reconsider his decision in the 
matter of native religious institutions. The 
proposals and recommendations which were 
made in this connection by Sir Ashley Eden have met with the approbation 
of all intelligent natives. Considering the waste and spoliation which 
mark the management of the funds of religious institutions in this country 
at the present time, Government cannot any longer refuse interference in 
the matter. The rulers may naturally be unwilling to do so; but they 
should remember that in India they should to some extent exercise. the 
powers which appertained to the old Hindu and Mahomedan sovereigns. 

13. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 11th April, remarks that the 
Liberal Ministry have regaled India with a pro- 
fusion of sweet words, but nothing substantial 
has as yet come of them. The Press Act, the Arms Act, the License-tax are still 
in existence. In spite of the instructions of the Secretary of State, the claims 
of competent natives to offices of emolument under Government are 
overlooked in favour of Europeans. Thus in Jessore, two of the ablest and 
most experienced native police officers haye been one by one made to revert 
from their temporary high posts to lower appointments. Major Baring’s 
oudget is similarly full of ‘* sweet words,” but, in practice, one finds that the 
Factories Act has been passed into law. 

14. The Bharat Mihir, of the 12th April, contains a long retrospect 

Retrospect of 1287 B.S of the Bengali year 1287 B.S. Beyond a 
r aes few remarks regarding the failure of Lord 
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Lytton and Sir John Strachey as administrators, and an expression of | 


impatience at the delay on the part of Lord Ripon in reversing the odious 

measures Of his predecessors in office, the article does not contain any 
sentiments which call for notice. 

15. A correspondent of the Hducation Gazette, of the 15th April, 

: notices the inconvenience which has been 

Ht? level-erossing gate, at Ghat cansed to the inhabitants of the localities in the 

neighbourhood of the village of (Ghatabila, 

on the Northern Bengal State Railway, by the closing of the level-crossing 

gate which so long existed there. Considerable obstruction to traffic has been 

caused by this measure. The authorities of the Railway are asked to order 
the re-establishment of the gate. 

16. The Jam-Jahan-Numa, of the 15th April, heartily approves of the 

| proposal, which it learns has been made by 

of ott Of money-changing in post the Postal authorities, to set up a money- 

changing office in connection with all post 

offices in the country. The proposal, if adopted, will prove exceedingly 

beneficial by enabling the public to obtain changes without having to pay 

any discount. The experiment should first be tried in Calcutta. 


17, The Medini, of the 16th April, publishes a Bengali translation of a 


— petition, which has been made to Government 
Garbety ot & Oo» and the ryots of by the ryots of the Bagri pergunnah in 
Midnapore, and directs the attention of the 

authorities to the acts of oppression detailed therein. The ryots, it is stated, 
are subjected to a most harassing treatment at the hands of the managers, 
essrs, Richards and Gregson, and the servants of R. Watson and Company, 


Evvucatiow GazstrTe, 
April 16th, 1881. 


JaM-JaHaN-Nova, 
April lith, 1881. 


Megpint, 
April 16th, 1@81. 


x com. P ” " ~ * — — ’ a ° ee - " 
Sen CARRE GA ELITE LOCA ALIENS: ERAS LONE ONL LAE ALLA ALLS 


vo 
— pened PRR RERIRNG L fERAR OS LALLA L ODI AK IT, Seni SEGA phn 


axe 


SaADHARANI, 
April 17th, 1881. 


SaADHARAS!. 


Dacca PRagasg, 
April l7th, isa. 


Som kak aan, 


Apri dath, JSS] 


Sow Puamasn. 


Som I Baw vsn 


[3 


the putnidars of the pergunnah. The petitioners pray that a Magistrate 
be’ again required to hold his court at Garbeta. In his article commenting 
on the petition, the Editor notices it as a fact that there exists great fami. 
liarity between Mr. Price, the Magistrate of Midnapore, and the European 
managers named above; and that in a recent suit the latter were treated 
with a degree of consideration which was not extended to the other party, 
The subject will be continued. | . 

18. The Sddhdrani,.of the 17th Apmil, contains a most eloquently 
written review of the Bengali year that has 
just ended. The Editor prefaces a summary 
of the events of the year by certain gloomy reflections on the condition of 
the people of India. He is of opinion that the people of this country have for 
centuries past been in a state of moral, political, and intellectual stagnation, 

19. The same paper describes the hardship and inconvenience which 

_ third class passengers on Indian railways are 
Raikenya, "Passengers on indian put to from the overcrowding of the carriages, 
The rule regarding “ five on each-seat ” is more 
honoured in the breach than in the observance. There is fearful crowding in 
the trains when they reach the Madhupore station on the Chord Line of the 
Kast Indian Railway. This station is the resort of large’ numbers of 
passengers who with difficulty find standing accommodation in the carriages. 
Passengers are not supplied with drinking water to the required extent at 
all the stations. Whilst large numbers eagerly cry out for water, there is 
only a solitary individual to attend to them. He- can at best-serve but 
afew. The rule newly made, to the effect that third class compartments will 
not henceforth be allowed to be reserved, will cause extreme inconvenience 
to all poor, though respectable, native gentlemen who may have occasion 
to travel with their families. The rule should be cancelled. 
20. The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 17th April, contains the usual retro- 


spect of the past year. A summary of the 
ee leading events of 1287 B.S. is given in: the 


Retrospect of 1287 B.S. 


article. 


21. <A correspondent of the Som Prakdsh, of the 18th April, suggests 


es dies ike as necessary rerorms—(1) the separation of the 

eee olfice of the Chairman of the Calcutta Mun- 
cipality from that of the Commissioner of the Calcutta Police; (2) the 
exercise of thorough supervision on the constables who constantly receive 
legal gratifications, use insulting language towards respectable men, and 
lord it over petty shop-keepers and cart-drivers ; (8) the prevention of the 
hicit vend of liquor in brothels; (4) a rigorous enforcement of the prov- 
sions of the Contagious Diseases Act, thus making it impossible for the 
woman allected with the disease to appear before the Commissioner by 
proxy, and otherwise evade the provisions of the law—practices which have 
become very common at the present time; and (5) employing the Detective 
Police in the work of (detecting and bringing to trial habitual gamblers. 


my | | : ; : ors 

gs whole subject should receive the atiention of his Honor the Lieutenant- 

Governor. 
+a) 
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Tlie same paper comments on a speech recently delivered by 
Sir Richard Temple on India. Sir Richard Temple on Indian affairs. 

— opposition to the speaker, the Editor dwells 

on the injurious consequences that have resulted from the large importa 

ions ci Manchester picce-goods into India. Native cloth industry has been 

altogether ruined. 

23. The same paper expresses itself as being quite unable to under 

The Press Act. stand why the Government of India has, 10 1 

reply to the despatch of the Secretary of State, 
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urging the repeal of the Vernacular Press Act, given out its intention to do 
away with the measure in the cold season. There is not the slightest 
necessity for this delay. The Act was passed in one day : why should it take 
ayear to repeal 11? Does Government fear that its annulment in the hot 
season will so work upon the heated imaginations of Native Editors as to 
drive them mad? Have not the rulers had sufficient time to watch the 
working of this law? It is to be feared that the delay is due to the coun- 
sels of Lord Ripon’s advisers. 
24. The Samvad Prabhakar, of the 19th April, directs the attention 
of the Director-General of Post Offices to the 
One pice postage stamp for news- desirability of introducing one pice postage 
anit | stamps for the benefit of newspapers. The 
suggestion, if adopted, will prove greatly beneficial. It will lead to an in- 
crease Of revenue, while imparting a stimulus to the circulation of news- 


papers. 


RAJKRISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, mua. & B.x., 
Bengali Translator. 


BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 
The 23rd April 1881. 
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